
 

 

What the Manifestos say on Transport 

 

Conservatives   

• Support clean transport to ensure clean air, as well as setting strict new laws on air quality; 
consult on the earliest date at which the phasing out of the sale of new conventional petrol 
and diesel cars can take place  

• Upgrade the A55 as the main road transport artery for North Wales 
• Deliver the M4 relief road 
• Fund the building of the West Wales Parkway Station outside of Swansea 
• Improvement and investment in bus networks in coastal towns  
• Invest in the Midlands Rail Hub, strengthening rail links 
• Invest in improving train lines to the South West and East Anglia  
• Extend contactless pay-as-you go ticketing to almost 200 more stations in the South East  
• Give city regions the funding to upgrade their bus, tram and train services  
• £100bn additional infrastructure spending, including £4bn for flood defences, £28.8bn in 

strategic and local roads, and £1bn in a fast charging network for electric vehicles  
• Consider the findings of the Oakervee review into HS2 and decide the optimal outcome  
• Invest in superbus networks with lower fares  
• Biggest ever pothole filling programme  
• Create a new £350m Cycling Infrastructure Fund  
• Ensure Heathrow expansion meets its air quality and noise obligations  
• Set up the UK’s first Space Command 

Read the Conservative manifesto 

 
Labour  

• Labour will ensure that councils can improve bus services by regulating and taking public 
ownership of bus networks. Where councils take control of their buses, Labour will introduce 
free bus travel for under-25s  

• Bring the railways back into public ownership, using options including franchise expiry  
• End driver-only operated trains  
• Implement a fully rolling programme of electrification. Labour would also deliver rail 

electrification and expansion across the whole of the UK, including Wales  
• Deliver Crossrail for the North and deliver HS2 in full to Scotland  
• Increase the funding available for cycling and walking  

https://assets-global.website-files.com/5da42e2cae7ebd3f8bde353c/5dda924905da587992a064ba_Conservative%202019%20Manifesto.pdf


• Invest in ultra-low emission vehicles and will support their sale. The party will also invest in 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure and in electric community car clubs 

• Reform taxi and private hire services, including a review of licensing authority jurisdictions, 
setting national minimum standards of safety and accessibility and updating regulations to 
keep pace with technological changes  

• Adopt an ambitious Vision Zero approach to UK road safety  
• The party will review all tolled crossings  
• Any expansion of airports must pass Labour’s tests on air quality, noise pollution, climate 

change obligations and countrywide benefits  
• End nationality-based discrimination in seafarer pay  
• Labour will ensure our NHS becomes a net zero-carbon service with an NHS Forest of one 

million trees, more efficient heating and insulation systems, greater reliance on renewable 
energy, including more solar panelling and a transition to electric paramedic vehicles, NHS 
fleet cars and hybrid ambulances  

• Reinstate 3,000 bus routes that have been cut, particularly in rural communities  

Read the Labour manifesto 

 

Liberal Democrats  

• Devolve Air Passenger Duty to Wales on a fair playing field with Scotland and Northern Ireland  
• Legislate for the right to unpolluted air, and take urgent action to reduce pollution especially 

from traffic  
• Accelerate the take-up of electric vehicles by reforming vehicle taxation, cutting VAT on EVs 

to 5 per cent 
• Increase rate of installation of charging points, including residential on-street points and ultra-

fast chargers at service stations.  
• Ensure that by 2030 every new car and small van sold is electric 
• Pass a Clean Air Act, based on World Health Organisation guidelines, enforced by a new Air 

Quality Agency 
• Extend Ultra-Low Emission Zones to ten more towns and cities in England 
• Ensure that all private hire vehicles and new buses licensed to operate in urban areas are 

ultra-low emission or zero-emission vehicles by 2025. £2 billion will support this 
transformation.  

• Shift more freight from road to rail, including electrifying lines leading from major ports as an 
urgent priority 

• Amend the current HGV road user levy to take account of carbon emissions 
• Support innovation in zero-emission technologies, including batteries and hydrogen fuel cells, 

supplementing government funding with a new Clean Air Fund from industry 
• Reduce the climate impact of flying by reforming the taxation of international flights to focus 

on those who fly the most, while reducing costs for those who take one or two international 
return flights per year 

• Place a moratorium on the development of new runways (net) in the UK 
• Oppose any expansion of Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted and any new airport in the Thames 

Estuary 
• Introduce a zero-carbon fuels blending requirement for domestic flights 
• Give new powers to local authorities and communities to improve transport in their areas, 

including the ability to introduce network-wide ticketing, like in London 

https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Real-Change-Labour-Manifesto-2019.pdf


• Implement, in cooperation with local authorities, light rail schemes for trams and tram-trains 
where these are appropriate solutions to public transport requirements 

• Restore bus routes and add new routes where there is local need. £4.5 billion will be provided 
over five years for this programme 

• Introduce a nationwide strategy to promote walking and cycling, including the creation of 
dedicated safe cycling lanes, increasing spending per head five-fold to reach 10 per cent of the 
transport budget 

• Build on the Local Sustainable Transport Fund and workplace travel plans. 
• Amend planning rules to promote sustainable transport and land use 
• Freeze rail fares for commuters and season ticket holders for a parliament 
• Extend Britain’s rail network, improve stations, reopen smaller stations and restore twin-track 

lines to major routes 
• Convert the rail network to ultra-low-emission technology (electric or hydrogen) by 2035 and 

provide funding for light rail and trams. 
• Support High Speed 2, Northern Powerhouse Rail, East-West Rail and Crossrail 2, but ensure 

far tighter financial controls and increased accountability 
• Start a revolution in rail franchising by opening up the bidding process to public sector 

companies, local or combined authorities, not-for-profits and mutual 
• Build into new rail franchise agreements a stronger focus on customers 
• Create a new Railways Agency to oversee the operations of the railway network, removing 

the Department for Transport from day-to-day decision-making 
• Be far more proactive in sanctioning and ultimately sacking train operators if they fail to 

provide a high-quality public service to their customers 
• Improve the experience of people who rely on the railways for work by investing in commuter 

routes and the integration of rail, bus and cycle routes 
• Fix the broken fares and ticketing system so that it provides better value for money 
• Improve disabled access to public transport via the Access for All programme 
• Introduce a capital £50bn Regional Rebalancing Programme for infrastructure spend across 

the nations and regions of the UK, with local and devolved authorities given a say in how it is 
used  

• Reinforced infrastructure spending with a Just Transition Fund to support communities 
negatively affected by policies to tackle the climate emergency  

• Convert the rail network to ultra-low-emission technology (electric or hydrogen) by 2035  
• A continued commitment to HS2, Crossrail 2 and other major new strategic rail routes. 
• The Liberal Democrats will invest £130bn in infrastructure projects including transport sector  
• Increase funding for buses to help local authorities in restoring old routes and opening new 

ones, use powers under the Bus Services Act and accelerate the transition to electric buses  

Read the Lib Dems manifesto 

 

SNP 

• Invest £500 million in improved bus priority infrastructure to make bus travel the faster, 
greener option and encourage people out of their cars 

• Reduce emissions from Scotland’s railways to zero by 2035 
• Pursuing the UK Government to commit to improvements on the journey times between 

Scotland and London- improving connections to North of England at the same time, help 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/57307/attachments/original/1574876236/Stop_Brexit_and_Build_a_Brighter_Future.pdf?1574876236


people with the cost of ultralow emissions vehicles (ULEVs), including second hand cards, by 
providing an additional £17 million for loan funding to reduce domestic flights  

• The Government will work with the UK Government to improve our rail journey times 
between Edinburgh and London.  

Read the SNP manifesto 

 

Find out more 

Please visit our website if you would like to find out more about JFG Comms and our work 
connecting people and policymakers and improving workplace gender diversity. If you need advice 
on what the General Election and the new Government will mean for your business, please get in 
touch or sign up to our blog. 

 

 

 

https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/www.snp.org/uploads/2019/11/11_22e-SNP-Manifesto-2019-for-download.pdf
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